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Aim:
To prepare and present a Christmas Special Awardz night for the whole IFG Unit using the theme “The Gift of Giving”.
Objectives:
· To help girls plan and prepare for a Christmas party for the Special Awardz night by
* Deciding on format for party

* Designing, making and sending out invitations

* Preparing suitable activities 
* Learning a the Christmas play to present 
* Making a beaded Christmas Angel
* Organising supper for the final night.

SetUp:

Usual set up each night with roll call etc.

Games:

These next three weeks will be busy, but if the girls like to play games, make time to include one or two.
Devotions:
Open with prayer then as devotions go through the Christmas play that the girls will present on the last night.  (See further down in this programme outline).
Teaching Sessions:

Planning the party:
Theme - The Gift of Giving

Having as a theme “The Gift of Giving” as the end of year party is a wonderful way to celebrate the spirit of the Christmas season, and since food banks are in need of extra food for distribution at Christmas,  this party is one with a purpose, everyone will have a blast as they help out a worthy cause!
Instead of food for the food bank you may consider a Cookie Exchange party.  This is where everyone is asked to bring along to the party a dozen (or two dozen) home baked cookies.  These are then packaged into ½ dozen lots on paper plates, attach a sticker to them (these would need to be pre-printed) saying “Merry Christmas from the (Church) IFG Unit” and the girls can deliver them either to patients in a Rest Home or to elderly living in your community.
Christmas Party Invitations
 The first thing you need to decide is who you will support with your theme “the gift of giving”  – food for the food bank, cookie exchange or some other community need and then you can   
· Design an invitation to go home with all the IFG girls that will catch everyone’s attention.  

· As well as parents, you may wish to invite Church members too..
· You will need to put on your invitation –

The venue

Date

Time

What to bring – this could include something for supper, and let them know about your “gift of giving” and advise what they need to bring.
Do you need an RSVP?

· Deliver all invitations

Ideas for party night:
Christmas Trivia:

Have a quiz, have a mix of religious Christmas questions as well as “other” Christmas questions, here are some ideas but girls can make up their own:

· Whose birthday do we celebrate at Christmas? (Jesus)

· Who was Jesus’ Mother?
(Mary)

· Where was Jesus born?
In a stable in Bethlehem – (he was laid in the manger after he was born)
· What did the Wise men follow?    (A star)

· Sing the first line of “Away in a Manger”
· What are the names of Santa's eight reindeer? (Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, and Blitzen.)

· Finish the song line: "All I want for Christmas is . . . (my two front teeth.)

· Who was caught kissing Santa Claus? (Mummy)

· How do you say Merry Christmas in n French? (Joyeux Noel.)

· What did Frosty the Snowman have for a nose? (A button.)

· Who wrote "'Twas the Night Before Christmas"? (Clement Clarke Moore.)

· What is the last line in Moore's poem? ("Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night.")

· What is a tannebaum? (Christmas tree in German.)

· What did the Three Wise Men bring? (Gold, frankincense, and myrrh.)

· On the twelfth day of Christmas, what did "my true love give to me"? (Twelve fiddlers fiddling, eleven lords a-leaping, ten ladies dancing, nine pipers piping, eight maids a-milking, seven swans a-swimming, six geese a-laying, five golden rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree.)

Organise a Christmas Treasure Hunt:
Write out a list of Christmas related items that have been hidden in and around your meeting place.  Divide into teams and give each team a copy of what has been hidden, the first team to find all the items and returns to base is the winner.

Which Carol or Song is it?

Organise someone who can play the piano to give the first three notes only of a Christmas Carol or Song – those present need to see if they can guess what it is.  If they can’t, then pianist can play four notes.  If they still can’t guess, pianist to play five notes and so on, until someone guesses what it is.    Do this with six or seven different songs then finish with everyone singing a favourite one.
Supper:
Parents could be asked to provide a plate for supper; however the girls may like to make something special.  It would need to be something that they could make the week before that would keep.

Programme for the Special Awardz evening:

Girls to prepare the order of events for the evening in consultation with the leaders.
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Beaded Angel Craft Activity:
There should be time within the three weeks for the girls to be able to make a Christmas angel for themselves.  If there is time, they may like to make two, and give one away.  It may be a nice idea for them to make one for all the other girls in the IFG Unit and give them out on the Award night.
Equipment:

· 28 x 8mm beads (dress)

· 1 x 16 mm bead (head)

· 42  3X6 mm beads (halo and wings)

· 1/2 metre 24 gauge wire

Instructions:

· Find the centre point of the wire.  Bend wire to L shape at centre.

· Slide 7 x 8mm beads to the bend in the wire.

· Slide 6 beads onto one end of the wire keeping them near the end.  Thread other end of the wire back through the 6 beads and pull tight.  Flatten out the rows as needed.  (See diagram 1)

· Slide 5 beads onto one end of the wire, push the other end through all the beads and pull tight.

· Continue threading the beads using the same method until there is just one bead.
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· Take the longer end of the wire and thread 17 3X6mm beads on it. Pass the through the row of 3 (8mm) beads and then thread 17 3X6mm beads on the wire and then pass it through the row of 1 (8mm) bead. (See diagram 2)

· Pass both ends through the 16mm bead
· Take the longer end of the wire and thread 8 3X6mm beads. Take the other end of the wire and form a hanger loop. Take both ends of the wire and wrap them around the wire just below the halo.

· Cut off any extra wire, adjust the wings and SMILE!

	

	


Play - The Christmas Gift
This is a simple telling of the Christmas story, using pieces from a nativity scene.

Characters

Narrator
First Child
Second Child
Third Child
Lead Singer
Singers as needed. Would suggest you only sing one verse/chorus of each song otherwise it could be a bit long.
Script

(The story begins with three girls, seated around a rocking chair occupied by the NARRATOR, who is either the grandfather or the grandmother. The NARRATOR is holding a brightly decorated box which is open at the top. The contents of the box are wrapped presents for the CHILDREN. The contents of the presents are the pieces of a Nativity Scene. The stable is not wrapped in the box and should be taken out by the NARRATOR before the gifts are given to the children.)

(The setting should resemble a living room of the home of the NARRATOR. It should contain a decorated Christmas tree with a Bible and a few presents under it, a rocking chair, a small table and perhaps an oval woven rug for the children to sit on.)

NARRATOR

It is a tradition in our family that one special gift may be opened on the night before Christmas. And in this box I have gifts for each of you. (The CHILDREN react with quiet excitement of receiving the gifts.) But, first let me take out this odd little shed. (NARRATOR takes out the shed and sets it on a small table.) What does this little building look like to you?

FIRST CHILD

It looks like a stable.

SECOND CHILD

What is it for?

THIRD CHILD

It is a place for cows and sheep to eat and sleep.

NARRATOR

This is a very special stable and I will tell you why, but we must open the first gift. (NARRATOR gives the first gift to the FIRST CHILD to open. The gift should contain the figures of Mary and Joseph.)

SECOND CHILD

What is it?

FIRST CHILD

It is a figure of a woman and a man. They look very happy. (Places them in the stable.)

THIRD CHILD

Who are they?
(After the CAROL “Away in a Manager” the NARRATOR says)
NARRATOR

Let me tell you a little about these two people. Anyone have a Bible handy? (The CHILDREN pass the Bible which is under the tree to the NARRATOR who reads Luke 1:21-32.)

SECOND CHILD

Is it my turn to open a present.....please?

NARRATOR

I was just about to ask if you would like to open one. (NARRATOR hands the SECOND CHILD a gift containing figures of cows, sheep and perhaps a donkey.)

THIRD CHILD

What is it?

SECOND CHILD

Figures of cows, sheep and a donkey. This must be their home. (Places them around the stable.)

FIRST CHILD

Does the stable have a manger? What does the Bible say about these animals and their manger? Was this their home?

NARRATOR

Let me see what it says. (NARRATOR reads from Luke 2: 1-7.)

(After the CAROL "It Came upon a Midnight Clear," NARRATOR speaks to CHILD THREE)

NARRATOR

Now it is your turn to open a present. (NARRATOR gives the THIRD CHILD a present containing figures of Shepherds.)

THIRD CHILD

There are figures of Shepherds. (Places them around the stable.)

SECOND CHILD

Do the sheep belong to the shepherds?

NARRATOR

Let's continue reading and see what the scriptures say about shepherds. (NARRATOR reads from Luke 2:8-20.)

(After the CAROL "The First Noel")

NARRATOR

Well, I have more gifts to open. What shall we do with them?

FIRST CHILD

It is better to give than receive.

SECOND CHILD

And all of us have received.

THIRD CHILD

Let's find someone who hasn't gotten anything yet.

NARRATOR

Good idea. Go and find someone out there. (Indicates in the direction of the OTHER GIRLS OR PARENTS) And give this gift to someone who looks very wise. (NARRATOR hands the present containing the figures of the three wise men to the FIRST CHILD. The CHILDREN pick out someone and give them the gift. The person who is selected must be brought to the small table and open their gift. After the gift, is open the THIRD CHILD says.)

THIRD CHILD

What is it?

THE WISE LOOKING PERSON

Wise men.

SECOND CHILD

(To WISE LOOKING PERSON) Place them on the nativity table.

(The children may help the WISE LOOKING PERSON arrange the wise men on the table.)

(After "We Three Kings")

NARRATOR

I still have one more gift to open.

FIRST CHILD

We'll take care of it.

(The CHILDREN go out into the REST OF THE GIRLS & PARENTS, find a young girl and bring her to the front.)

NARRATOR

Here is the last gift for you to open. (NARRATOR hands the girl a gift containing a cross on a manger. After she opens it, SECOND CHILD says.)

SECOND CHILD

What is it?

FIRST CHILD

It is the best gift of all. It is a manger with a cross laying in it. (FIRST CHILD takes the girl with the gift to the table and places it in the centre of the stable.)

THIRD CHILD

Does this gift belong to all of us?

NARRATOR

His name is Jesus which means "God Saves," because he will save his people from their sins. They will call him Emmanuel which is Hebrew for "God is with us." And, yes, this gift belongs to all of us. (NARRATOR reads Luke 2:21-28.)
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